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THE GENDER PAY GAP, 1960 TO 2020—WITH FORECAST FOR 
ACHIEVING PAY EQUITY  
 
If progress continues at the same rate as it has since 1960, it will still take 
another 39 years, until 2059, to reach full equity between women and men 
among full-time, year-round workers.  
 

 
 
Source: IWPR analysis of data from Emily A. Shrider, Melissa Kollar, Frances Chen, and Jessica Semega, 
“Table A-7. U.S. Census Bureau Current Population Reports,” Income and Poverty in the United States: 
2020 (Washington, DC: U.S. Census Bureau, 60–273), 
<https://www.census.gov/data/tables/2021/demo/income-poverty/p60-273.html>. 
Notes: Estimates are based on median earnings ratios between women and men among full-time, year-
round workers, 1960 to 2020. Since 2014, the Census Bureau has made a series of changes in data 
collection and processing methods to improve the income content of the Current Population Survey Annual 
Social Economic Supplement. With the 2018 data release in September 2019, the Census Bureau has 
completed data processing improvements for the imputation of missing data on income and earnings. 
IWPR estimates use the most recent data series that incorporate all these changes. 
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