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People of Color, Men Increasingly Reliant 

 
This fact sheet provides a snapshot of findings from a larger report on Social Security, Social Security Especially Vital to 
Women and People of Color, Men Increasingly Reliant.  In 2009, Social Security helped more than 14 million Americans 
aged 65 and older stay above the poverty line. Without access to Social Security, 58 percent of women and 48 percent of 
men above the age of 75 would be living below the poverty line. 
 
The Institute for Women’s Policy Research (IWPR) conducts rigorous research and disseminates its findings to address 
the needs of women, promote public dialogue, and strengthen families, communities, and societies. The Institute works 
with policymakers, scholars, and public interest groups to design, execute, and disseminate research that illuminates 
economic and social policy issues affecting women and their families, and to build a network of individuals and 
organizations that conduct and use women-oriented policy research. For more research from IWPR on Social Security, as 
well as other policy issues of importance to women, please visit www.iwpr.org.  
 
Figure 1. Social Security provides more than half of all income for men and women 
aged 65 and older. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: From Figures 1a and 1b in Heidi Hartmann, Jeff Hayes, and Robert Drago, Social Security Especially Vital to Women and 
People of Color, Men Increasingly Reliant, Report #D494, Washington, DC: Institute for Women’s Policy Research, 2010; IWPR 
calculations based on 2010 Current Population Survey Annual Social and Economic (ASEC) Supplement Survey. 
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Figure 2. Reliance on Social Security is increasing for men and shifting to greater 
reliance (80% or more) for both men and women. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: From Figure 4 in Heidi Hartmann, Jeff Hayes, and Robert Drago, Social Security Especially Vital to Women and People of 
Color, Men Increasingly Reliant, Report #D494, Washington, DC: Institute for Women’s Policy Research, 2010; IWPR calculations 
based on 2010 Current Population Survey Annual Social and Economic (ASEC) Supplement Survey.  
 
Figure 3. Poverty is halved by Social Security for all groups of older Americans. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: From Table 5 in Heidi Hartmann, Jeff Hayes, and Robert Drago, Social Security Especially Vital to Women and People of 
Color, Men Increasingly Reliant, Report #D494, Washington, DC: Institute for Women’s Policy Research, 2010; IWPR calculations 
based on 2010 Current Population Survey Annual Social and Economic (ASEC) Supplement Survey.  
 

For more information on IWPR reports or membership, please call (202) 785‐5100, email 
iwpr@iwpr.org, or visit www.iwpr.org. 


