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The Role of the Federal
Child Care Access Means Parents in School (CCAMPIS)
Program in Supporting Student Parent Success

Student Need for Campus Child Care
Affordable, quality child care is crucial to the postsecondary success of the 4.8 million
undergraduate students raising dependent children. Despite the growing number of
postsecondary students who are parents, campus-based child care has been declining in recent
years.
Students with children are especially unlikely to complete programs of higher education within 6
years of enrollment, with only 33 percent attaining a degree or certificate in that time. 1 An IWPR
survey of nearly 550 women enrolled in Mississippi community colleges finds that family care
demands are a major reason women decide to take a break from school, with 30 percent of
survey respondents indicating that their college career was interrupted due to family care needs. 2
Student parents, and especially those who are single, face significant time demands—20 percent
of parents (27 percent of women; 12 percent of men) devote more than 30 hours per week to
dependent care. 3 Single student mothers attending community college spend large amounts of
time caring for children, and are twice as likely as student fathers to spend at least 30 hours per
week caring for children (more than 60 percent of student mothers spend 30 hours or more caring
for dependents each week). 4 These parents also often experience significant financial need, with
88 percent of student parents living at or below 200 percent of the Federal Poverty Line. 5 Child
care can be prohibitively expensive for many families, especially those with low-incomes. Lowincome families with children under 15 spend, on average, 40 percent of their average monthly
income on child care, whereas their higher-income counterparts spend between 7 and 13 percent
on child care. 6
The Federal Child Care Access Means Parents in School Program (CCAMPIS) program is an
important mechanism for meeting a portion of postsecondary students’ child care needs, which is
critical to their educational success and long term family economic security. CCAMPIS
programs also support colleges in maintaining capacity to train early care and education teachers,
and contribute to helping postsecondary institutions meet student performance metrics.
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CCAMPIS Purpose, Funding Levels, and Allowable Uses
CCAMPIS is a federally funded competitive grant program, administered through the U.S.
Department of Education, intended to support the participation of low-income parents in
postsecondary education through the provision of campus-based child care services. CCAMPIS
grants, the only ongoing source of federal funding geared directly toward expanding college
student access to child care, are awarded directly to higher education institutions. 7 Institutions
are eligible to apply for up to one percent of their prior year Pell Grant utilization, and
competitions for new grants occur every four years. In 2014, $15,134,000 in CCAMPIS funding
was awarded to 86 colleges and universities, with awards averaging $175,977. 8
CCAMPIS grant funds can be used to establish or expand campus-based child care programs,
help provide before- and after-school services for older children, and subsidize the costs of child
care services for low-income students. CCAMPIS has helped fund a range of other services
consistent with the program’s goals, including parent support activities, early education teacher
professional development, and curriculum development. It has also helped provide supplies and
equipment for child care centers. 9

Examples of Child Care Programs that Benefit from CCAMPIS Funding
A number of colleges and universities around the country have used CCAMPIS funding to
support and improve student parent success. Data tracking and information from CCAMPIS
grantees suggests that program participants have higher retention and completion rates that
students on average, as well as excellent academic performance.
The University of Wisconsin-Madison has received CCAMPIS funding since 1999, and uses it
to subsidize child care costs for student parents. UW-Madison requires all CCAMPIS recipients
to be enrolled as full-time students, and provides full-time, full-year care to nearly all of its
CCAMPIS students. 10 Data collected from 2005-2015 shows that among the 123 student
beneficiaries of CCAMPIS funding, 90 percent have either graduated or are currently making
satisfactory progress toward their postsecondary degrees. In addition, 70 percent of CCAMPIS
students at UW-Madison maintained a GPA over 3.0 over this time 11.
The Child Development Center at Pikes Peak Community College (PPCC) in Colorado
Springs, CO is a three-time CCAMPIS grant awardee. The Center uses the funding to help
students develop a degree plan, provide subsidized child care to student parents, and make
available an on-site case manager to provide resources to recipients of CCAMPIS-funded
services. CCAMPIS funding at PPCC provides 62 percent of its recipients with full-time care,
and 38 percent with part-time care. The program requires that CCAMPIS program participants
attend career counseling, student orientations, technology workshops, tutoring sessions, and a
conference day that provides additional resources, including workshops on financial literacy,
scholarships, and networking. Parents also benefit from opportunities to attend parent
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engagement activities such as parent conferences, parenting workshops, and child/parent
classroom and center activities.
Of the 59 individuals in the Pikes Peak CCAMPIS
“I would have had to take out another
program in spring 2015, 26 had a declared major,
loan to cover my child care, because
17 were in the nursing program, and the remaining
of use of the CCAMPIS grant I am
16 students were pursuing general studies.
graduating next week.”
CCAMPIS funded students at Pikes Peak also tend
A.C., French, Pikes Peak Community
to perform well academically, with a cumulative
College, CCAMPIS Recipient,
overall GPA for three semesters of the 2014-2015
graduate and transfer student to CUgrant of 3.14. For the current grant cycle, 94 percent Boulder, spring 2015
of the students said their CCAMPIS grant support
was extremely important in enabling them to
complete their degree or certificate, and 74 percent said they would not be able to complete their
degrees otherwise. 12
Northampton Community College (NCC) in Bethlehem, PA, has received a CCAMPIS award
since 2009 and serves 40 students per semester. The CCAMPIS grant provides student parents
with quality child care, parenting classes, and leadership courses. NCC describes its grant as
allowing students to attend classes, create a more flexible class schedule, free up time for
studying, seek out tutoring, advising, and counseling, and attend group study sessions, and
provides them with the flexibility to work part-time. CCAMPIS recipients must be Pell-eligible,
maintain a 2.5 grade point average, and be enrolled in a degree or certificate program. NCC
reports that nearly 100 percent of participants in the program say that it was crucial to their
ability to enroll and stay in college. According to internal program data, 85 percent of NCC
CCAMPIS recipients persisted to the next semester, and 54 percent graduated with a degree or
certificate within three years. 13

Threats to Federal Funding for Campus Child Care
Despite increasing numbers of students with children, and national efforts to improve student
success in college, federal funding for campus child care through the CCAMPIS grant program
has remained essentially unchanged in recent years. CCAMPIS funding peaked in 2001 (at $25
million) and declined significantly in 2003. Since then, annual funding for the program has
remained level funded at approximately $15-$16 million.
In 2015, the Departments of Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education, and Related
Agencies Appropriations Act 2016, H.R.3020, a bill to provide funding for discretionary
programs, level-funded the CCAMPIS program, though the proposed Senate version of the bill
initially eliminated funding for the program entirely. 14-15 CCAMPIS was also level-funded in the
Administration’s Fiscal Year 2017 Budget. 16
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Increasing CCAMPIS funding could have a major impact on student parents’ postsecondary
success. Young Invincibles (2015) estimated that increasing CCAMPIS funding to $500 million
would allow the program to serve the approximately 250,000 student parents living below the
Federal Poverty Line. They also estimated that simply restoring CCAMPIS funding to its peak
funding level of $25 million in 2001 would allow 5,000 more student parents to receive child
care assistance. 17 As the House and Senate work towards the reauthorization of the Higher
Education Act, it is vital that the CCAMPIS grant program be maintained for the long-term, and
if possible, expanded to better meet college students’ need for child care.
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