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About IWPR’s Student Parent Success 
Initiative (SPSI)

• Raises awareness of the need for student 

parent supports.

• Improves public policies and 

expands support programs.

• Shares knowledge about 

programs/ strategies that help 

low-income parents succeed 

in college.

• Technical assistance to 

community colleges.

SPSI focuses on supporting students with dependent 

children who are pursuing college.



IWPR Tools for Student Parent Success

Varieties of Campus Child Care
Financing Child Care for 

College Student Success

Prepping Colleges for 

Parents Report

Student Parent Program Finder Student Parent Survey



71% of All Student Parents are Women
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Source: IWPR analysis of data from the U.S. Department of Education, 

National Center for Education Statistics. 2011–12 National Postsecondary 

Student Aid Study and the Integrated Postsecondary Aid Survey (IPEDS).
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Largest Share of Student Parents 
Attend Community Colleges
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Source: IWPR analysis of data from the U.S. Department of Education, 

National Center for Education Statistics. Integrated Postsecondary Education 

Data System (IPEDS). 



The Number of Parents in College is 
Growing
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Source: IWPR analysis of data from the U.S. Department of Education, 

National Center for Education Statistics. Integrated Postsecondary Education 

Data System (IPEDS).



Campus Child Care Declining, 
Especially in Community Colleges

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Public 2-Year Institutions 52% 53% 53% 52% 52% 52% 51% 50% 49% 49% 48% 46%

Public 4-Year Institutions 54% 55% 55% 55% 54% 55% 54% 53% 53% 53% 52% 51%
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Source: IWPR analysis of data from the U.S. Department of Education, 

National Center for Education Statistics. Integrated Postsecondary Education 

Data System (IPEDS).



Current IWPR Research Activities

• Technical assistance to community college 

on improving students’ child care access in 

4 states

– In coordination with Achieving the 

Dream’s Working Families Success 

Network

– States: CA, WA, AR, VA

• National study of access to socioeconomic 

supports in workforce development 

programs (including community colleges) 



Strategies for Increasing Students’ 
Child Care Access

Connections with campus child care centers (where available)

Links to family child care

Child Care Resource & Referral (CCRR) Programs

Vouchers and scholarships

Collaborations/connections with child care agencies

Written/online resources for students



Student Parent Policy Working Group

National Women’s Law Center 
(NWLC)

Center for Residential Student 
Parent Programs, Endicott College

Center for Law & Social Policy
(CLASP)

Higher Education Alliance of 
Advocates for Students with 
Children (HEAASC)

Women Employed Young Invincibles

Student Parent HELP Center, 
University of Minnesota-Twin 
Cities

National Association of Student 
Financial Aid Administrators 
(NASFAA)



Opportunities to Leverage Policy for 
Greater Student Parent Supports

Higher Education Act

Workforce Innovation & Opportunity Act

Child Care Access Means Parents in School

State Child Care & TANF Policy



For questions or more information, 

please contact us:

Institute for Women’s Policy Research

1200 18th Street NW, Suite 301

Washington, DC 20036

(202) 785-5100

www.iwpr.org

@iwpresearch

www.facebook.com/iwpresearch

Barbara Gault: gault@iwpr.org, (202) 785-3386

Lindsey Reichlin: reichlin@iwpr.org, (202) 684-7533

Follow IWPR on social media:


